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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 

T only wear il in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, swpercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Pore. 
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Uetters of the Black Dwarf. 
DULY O} ENGLAND TO ASSIST SPAIN. 
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The British public having been summoned in the cause 
of Spain, and a considerable portion having answered the 
summons by their appear .nce and contributions, it may be 
proper to take a candid view of the whole question, that 
the course to be taken may be the more apparent. 


REO re 
. ine a 


Beit s 


a 
& 


wis = + wy see 
ae. oe = se 


we, a 


In the invasion of Spain, by France, the same principles 
are proclaimed that were adopted by the English Ministry 
against France at the period of her Revolution. At that 
period, we unjustly interfered with the internal policy of 
France : we opposed her right to amend her institutions , 
we called upon her to restore a despotism, and, not con- 
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tent with that, we undertook to force upon her a despotism 
which she had rejected, and to restore a family which she 
had spurned with indignation from her bosom. After a 
long, and for some time a hopeless contest, accident and 
the rashness of an individual befriended us, and we suce- 
ceeded in our object. The old Bourbon statue was re- 
placed upon the pedestal—the old mummery was in a 
great degree restored—the old Aristocracy was revived— 


and, we thought our business was done, and that we had 
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nothing to do, but to coun! the cost, and sit down under 
the shade of our laurels in a state of eternal repose. 

The cost, itis true, was sefficicnt to prevent our tran- 
quillity from being quite so comfortable as we might have 
have been. To have mortgaged the: state for more than 
the value of the fee-simple was a sad thing ; but then we 
had purchased a large stock of glory, and our Ministers 
thought they could dispose of it very adv pines ously by 
pawning it, to secure the peace of Europe! 

The Ministers :new that the system was in such a state 
of exhatistion that it Could make no more efforts: but 
then they had purchased about a million’s worth of glory 
from his Grace of Wellington; and they calculated that 
he was as capable of frigittening Europe from any enter- 
prise they might dislike, as the bugbears of the nursery 
of scaring the children from mischief. France they 
thought would be kept quiet by Bourbon gratitude ; a 
thine never known to have any existence in this world :-— 
and Russia was to have no more subsidies, and it was 
supposed must therefore keep within her own limits. All 
these calculations have totally failed. . Indeed, vone but 


Ahe greenest politicians could have idl such calculations, 


War isthe habitual trade of France. ‘The Bourbons 
must find employment for the martial spirit of the ‘ccuntry. 
Their safety as well as their policy requires it. In peace 
they would be distracted by endless conspiracies. ‘They 
feel that they are hated and despised by a great portion of 
the people. A successful war would ‘diminis . the hatred 
and remove the contempt, besides finding employn ent 
for those unquiet spirits who might carve it out for them- 
sélves at home, ifthe Government did not find it for them 
abroad. A war, there‘ore, is the only safety valve to the 
engine of government in France. Should it be a disastrous 
war many of its enemies would be destroyed. This would 
be a certain, positive, and immediate advantage. Should it 
be a successful one, a new course would be marked out for 
the ambitious, and the Bourbons would cease their hos- 
ity. France, as a whole, will not rise against the 
ourbons. The expectations of that event have passed 
away. France must wait another age before she will 
accumulate enough of virtue to produce another revolu- 
tion. A singular feeling is operating in France; unable 
to get rid of the Bourbons, they wish to revenge them- 
stives upon those who forced the Bourbons upon them ; 
and @ war with England in particular, would be highly 
popular in France. With this disposition on the part of 
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the people, aud the natural policy of the Bourbons, to 
profit by it, we are satisfied that the French Gov ernment 
will not long suffer the British Government to be neutra’. 
France is quite ready for war. England is not. France 
has just adopted the funding system; and the people 
are yet rich. England -kas got almost to the end of 
the funding system, and the people are generally 
poor! The Church property ‘ei? Brance was distributed 
amongst the people by the Revolution. The tithe sys- 
tem is entirely abolished. and the resources of the country 
are for the most part unimpaired. If the French did 
not wish to promote a war with England, they would not 
have attacked Spain; which is, in fact, throwing down 
the glove to Englaad, by the annihilation of our favourite 
axiom, the balance of power! What becomes of the 
balance, if France oecupics Spain, as Austria occupies 
Naples. Nothing but a military possession of Spain 
could secure the triumph of the Roy alists; and if France 
hold military possession of the country, Spain would be 
reduced to the condition ofa French provinee, adependency 
as Ireland is to England. And such a military oceupation 
of Spain, if it were not actualiy carried ‘to Portegal, 
would have the effect of reducing Portugal to a depen- 
dency of France, during any contest with England. ‘To 
prevent such a result, “the English Ministry would have 
gone to war with France if they had dared to do so. They 
must see that the interests of this country are attacked by 
the attack upon Spain; and though they may hate the prin- 
ciples upon which the Spanish revolution was perfected, still 
they must equally dislike the controul of Spain by France. 
—There exist treaties which forbid the crown of the two 
nations to be placed «pon the same head: but it would be the 
same thing to England, if the ope country were influenced 
by the other; as although there might be two kings nomi- 
nally, there would be ‘only one it fact. This is a sad de- 
lemma for our ministry : and notwithstanding their known 
predilection for the Holy Alliance, and their equally noto- 
rious hatred of : Il revolutions, they would have prevented 
the attack upon Spain, even by a war, if they could have 
devised the means of supporting one. The Bourbons know 
this. They know it is an utter meapacity of motion that 
chains the British lion. like an old cat to the fire-side :— 
and this knowledge of our impotence wiil lead them to 
offer some new indignity. which they think “ patience 
cannot brook.” Nor have they overlooked the faot, that 
Vir. Wallace. Mr. Robiason, Mr. Huskisson, and others 
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have been witty enough to aid them in destroying the Bn- 
tish navy, under pretence of facilitating commerce. The 
time, the circumstances, all favour the popularity of a 
war with England, and the Bourbons will have one ere it 
belong. We repeat, that their policy dictates, and their 
safety requires such a step ; nor will any remembrance of 
past favours induce them to foregoit. Nothing but a de- 
cent pretext is wanted, and that may be readily found. 
The pohey of Britain is therefore to assist Spain to the 
uttermost, in order to shorten the contest, by demonstra- 
ting the impracticability of success. With Spain for an 
active ally, France might be kept in check by the dread 
of an appeal to the dormant spirit of Republicanism. This 
would give us some security for their good behaviour. 
The Spanish constitution is the great bugbear in their 


eycs ; and by preserving it, we shall best counteent the 
views of the Bourbons. 


We have gone thus at length into the question, be- 
cause the proposed Subscription for Spain may, and 
probably will, be seized upon as a pretext by the Bour- 
bons for taking offence. Such a subscription commenc- 
ing as it does with the Corporation of London, and in- 
cluding members of the senate, officers of the army, and 
the heads of the commercial classes, wears an aspect 
of hostility to the avowed policy of the ministers. The 
ministers feel that it will place them in a very awkwnrd 
dilemma, or they would not have instructed the Lord 
Mayor to talk about hazarding the City Charter! An 
attempt to take away the charter, ‘vould produce too 
much of a Spanish description of feeling here, to be 
seriously intended. These are not times for the ministry 
quarrel with corporations. After being so signally de- 
feated, by that champion of Orange Lodges, Sir Abra- 
ham Bradley King, a contest with the Corporation of 
Lendon would be a little too dangerous for such fresh 
water men as our present pilots ; who are far more 
solicitous about the rations than the duties. 


We anticipate that the cause of the Spaniards will be- 
come generally popular. In the smaller Corporations, 
and where the influence of Government is direct, neutra- 
lity may be the order of the day ; but even there, as the 
Ministry has failed to impress the public with any sense of 
the justice or the dignity of its conduct, we may calculate 
that meetings will be held in opposition to the ordinary 
authorities, as in the case of the Queen. The cause of 
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Spain is our own cause ; not, perhaps, as it relates to our 
immediate existence as a nation; but the Spaniards have 
erected the standard of freedom, and to maintain the 
ground they have taken, is to hasten the crisis of our own 
liberation from boroughmonger thraldom. We can com- 
bat the enthrallers of Britain on Spanish ground ; and to 
defen i the Spanish revolution effectually is the surest me- 

thod of producing another revolution in France. ‘The two 
countries free, perfectly free, and with constitutions formed 
upon the common rights of man, and mere shame would 
produce: a reform here. We should blush to be so far 
behind hand in the race of perfection, and exert ourselyes 
to Overtake, and to keep pace with them. ‘There would 
be a “ daily beauty” in their system, which would shame 
the deformity of ours, and the common spirit of men would 
th. n suffice to stimulate us to reforn. 

It may be asked, if we advise a war with France, while 
we admit that the resources of {he country are so reduced ? 
We answer, that our neutrality cannot be long preserved; 
and that it is not a question whether we shall contend 
with Franee, but at ewhaul time we shall euter into the 
contest—whether we shall wait unti! they seek the lion 
in his den “ and seare him there, and make him tremble 
there: or wheth.r we shall make the best use of our 
lime, and chuse our weapons and our place of combat— 
There are at present the elemerts of counter revolution 
existing in France; but a little time may disperse them. 
—The name of Napoleon has yet a strong influence in 
France; but it cannot be denied that it is weakening 

very day ; and that it will be annihilated by actively em- 
ploying those whio feel it in other views. Ifa stand is to 
be made agaist the Bourbons, it must be made now:—and 
aud the people will materially serve themselves by refusing 
to wear the garp of mock neutrality. {t does not become 
sas agrent a-d po-verful stuie. It shames us, as pretend- 
ing to be a free one. Let us then hear none of it, among 
the public. It may do for summer wear at Court. Every 
thing poiats out the advantage of an alliance between 
England and Spain. It is our business to prevent 
any prepoaderating unison upon the continent against 
us. ‘This is one reason why we should attach Spain 
to our intercsts : and Spak 1 with a free vovernmen: must 
be the constant ally of England, agaiast the despotisms 
of the other portions of the continent. Spain is a fertile 
but a thinly peopled country. England not particularly 
fertile : but abounding with inhabitants. An intimate 
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alliance between tha two countries might produce an ad- 
vantageous emigration of our excess of populatio: Spain 
might become the home of thousands of our Trish citizens, 
who, by strengthening the hands of Spain, would do an 


essential service to England with regard to her continental 


relations. With ihe ancient despotism of Spain we could 
have no such intercourse. in defiance of all power of 
treaties, the Bourbons of Leth countries would cling toge- 


ther; but with the new free Government we can readily 


can rer 
assimilate. With such reasons for desiring the trinmph of 
hiberty in Spain, have we not the most powerful stimulus for 
embarking in earnest in her cause? What, then, should 
prevent us from doing it! Our ministers deciiie to inter- 
fere! What is that to us. Let them matutain their 
neutrality as lone as they can! It is nothing to us. Let 
us assist the Spaniards as earnestly, as promptly, and as 
eflicaciously as we are able. Our cause, and the cause 
of the ministry, are as differeut as light from darkness. 
They wich the old despotism restored, and only desire 
the return of the French army back;to the frontiers. Now, 
ifthe despotism is to be restored, we had rather the Freuch 
army remained at Madrid. If Spaints to be enslaved, 
we care not who ave her tyrants. The balance of power 
is nothing to us. unless Spain is free. We-have nothing 
in common wWitii a community of tyrants. ‘Lhe integrity 
of Spain, asa mere kingdom, is nothing to us, without 
tke establishment of thove principles on which the Spa- 
nish constitution is “— ided. ‘The promulgation ef these 
doctrines are our great gbjeet...and for this we 
would have the peed ‘ds by#@possible mears assisted 
to defend them. Let the active and. the zealous 
amongst us do their duty, in convening their country- 
men torether, and endeav ouring to procure such supplies 
as may ‘be requisite. Arms and ammunition are most in 

request—the hearts and the hands are ready ; and the 
one Shall be filled, and the other satisfied. British Re- 
formers are particularly calied upon for their exertions. 
Ht is peculiarly their cause ; and the example set at Man- 
chester should be universally followed. Upon the spirit 
with which it is done, may depend the fate of England 
for the next century ; and those who do not bestir them- 


Selves now, forego.a ‘gor: ous Opportunity, and neglect an 
Nnperious-duty. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
W. C. has not paid sufficient attention to the metre of his com- 
munication. 

‘the Hook sent as is not the kind of hook we are in want of. It 
seems only adapted to the purpose of picking dollars out of a pub- 
he chest. We wanta book that will enable us to pull a knave out 
ot othce. 

The “ Political Grimgribber” is informed, that the Qgress who 
keeps the keys of the Courts of law is not so easily outwitted as 
an Ogress on the stage. 





—- — _ 


SYSTEM OF PACKING JURIES. 





We extract the followings from the Examiner. of last 
Sunday. [ft gives an additional “ feature’ of the system, 
though it adds but little to the discovery that an orga- 
nized scheme for corrupting the trial by jury, prevails 
throughout the whole country. ‘This is the point to be 
kept in view. All minor abuses, in the shape of fees and 
emoluments are dependent upon the osiginal mischief ; 
which cries loudly for redress at present, as when in the 
reigns of the first Charles and the second James, the cor- 
ruption of the trial by jury paved the way for resistance 
oa the part of the people, which cost one tyrant his crown, 
and another both his crown and life. ‘The monarch is not 
now implicated in the fault, but be may be in the con- 
sequences ; for there are periods in the history of all ages, 
when nations have been tortured out of the power of calm 
discrimination. ‘he pretenders, then, to exclusive loyalty, 
and attachment to the monarch, ought to be the foremost 
in assisting to remedy such monstrous abuses. But such 
persons are generally found to prefer their own emoluments 
to their na tei’ssafetv: and while they flatter him into the 
belief of an unbound d devotion to his interests, they sa- 


crifice them witho st hesitation to their own paltry gains. * 


—— ---—- | 


* We also give the following extract from the parliamentary 
debates of Thursday last, which tends to prove that the corruption 1s 
veneral and is not cowined to speciit but extends to grand juries 
also. 


Granno JURTES, 

Mr Denmaw preseuted a petition from certain inhabitants of 
Liverpool, praying that the house would take into consideration 
the made of forming juries in England. The petitioners comp!ait- 
ed, that great injustice arose from the circumstance of a particular 
class of persons only being summoned to serve on grand juries, in 
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‘ Besides the abitrary and suspicious mode adopted in the 
nomination of Special Juries, which we have exposed in 
former papers, there are some regulations and practices in 
the Crown-office, which greatly incvease the témptation 
to do wrong on the part of the Master, and of which we 
believe the public are not at all aware. 

The Master, it seemes, receives a shilling in the pound 
on all fines and compositions decreed by the Court of 
King’s Bench. This, however is not all the advantage 
the imposition of fines produces him :—The whole amount 
of the fines is paid in the first instance to him, and he 
accounts again for it to the ‘Treasury, deducting his poun- 
dage. How long he now has the use of these monies, we 
cannot exactly say; but ifthe practice be not altered with- 
in a short time, he may easily make a respectable income 
out of the interest alone of the average amount in his hands. 
We have no information, we repeat, as to the practice of 
Mr. LusHINGTON at the present time; but we know that 
previous Masters had large sums in their hands for indefi- 
nate periods. We understand farther, that Mr. LUSaInG- 
TON’S immediate predecessor, JAMES ‘TEMPLAR, when 
he died in 1813, owed the Treasury many thousand poi.nds, 
which balance, it has been said, was never paid in full, 
but a composition was made with his heirs. 

In almost all cases between the Crown and the subject, 
fine and imprisonments are the }enalties in‘licted upon 





consequence of this, the grand jury of Lancaster had become a 
sort of standing jury, the same names being occasionly placed on 
the panels. The petitioners attributed the failure of Justice in the 
trials of the Manchester Yeomanry mainly to the manner in which 
the grand jury of Lancashire was nominated. 

Mr. G. Purves said the subject was of the greatest importance ; 
he believed the allegations of the petition were stirctly correct, 
and that the iy of selecting the grand juries of Lancashire 
partook much of the nature of the monupoly. Under much cir- 
cumstances, it was not improbable that the political prejudices of 
the grand jury should interfere with the rights of justice. It cer- 
tainly had created no little surprise in his mind, that the grand 
jury had thrown out the bills which were preferred against the 
Manchester Yeomanry. He was of opinion the subject of the 
nomination of grand juries, should undergo a complete investiga- 
tion. (Hear.) 

The petition was then read, and ordered to hie on the table. 

Mr. Denman observed, that one of the statements of the peti- 
tioners was, that the number of persous who had served as grand 
jurors in Lancashire, during the last 12 years, was only 38, whereas 
it ouht to have been 163. (Hear.) 
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conviction of the defendant. ‘The more verdicts for the 
Crown, therefore, the more fines for the Treasury, and the 
more poundage and interest money for the Master of the 
Crown-office, who nominates the Juries by whom the con- 
victions are obtained. We may observe then, first, that 
the Masier has a direct pecuniary interest in the nomina- 
tion of Jucies likely to convict defendants in cases where 
fines are frequently imposed; secondly, that (if the prac- 
lice, as we have stated, be not altered of late) it is in the 
power of Government to let the fine-monies remain a lon- 
ger Or less time in the hands of the Master, according to 
the degree affection with which they regard him ; and of 
course to reward him by the profitable use of large sums for 
any service he may do them. 

Now we put it to the common sense of the public, 
this mode of payiug a judicial officer be just or decent to- 
wards that nume.ous and suffering class of men placed in 
the situation of defendants against the Crown? Is it not 
rater of a piece with the bad and partial system that 
taiuts the administration of pane in all cases where the 
Government is pitted egainst an Individual? Mees are uni- 
versally objectionabl ~nilees are a corrupt and oppressive 
substitute for fixed s alary -—but how much more candalous 
where, as in the ca-e of the Master of the Crown-oftice, 
they oifer to a pudiic servant entrusted with a preposte- 
rous discretion, a direct pecuniary temptation to be cor- 
rupt and partial! 

Why was the Master’s power of selecting Juries objec- 
ted‘to? Because he is an officer appointed by the nomi- 
nees of the Crown (the Judges) and may be reasonable 
supposed to have a bias tow ards those powers who have 
given him a lucrative situation, and have so many “ good 
things’ stillto give.* ‘This general objectian to a need- 
less discretion on the part of au officer so circumstanced, 
was strong and uuaaswerable, as the recent debate and 
the empty flippancy of the ATTORNEY-GENERAL abun- 
dantly proved; for the trick of opposing personal charac- 
ter andj pretended superiority to temptation to complaints 
againts a defective sys/em, is merely impertinent and insul- 
ting. If the general objection however be so strong, how 





* Mr. Lushington, as was stated ia Parliament the other day, actu- 
ally holds another office in the direct gift of the Crown; and indeed 
the situation of Master is itself a very snug and desirable post; the 
emoluments being. we understand, 1,000. a-year, and the time of 
actual attendance in the office not more than two out of the twelve 
months. 
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overwhelming is this fact of the direet pecuniary interest 
to ba partial, which the practice of the Crown-office offers 
to the Master! 

Among the many gross and daring abuses flourishing un- 
der our boroughmongers Olizarchy, the Special-Jury sys- 
tem has a fair claim to the bad “ pre-eminence.’’ Why is 
a system productive of no one good result, but of all sorts 
of suspicion and discontent, persevered in, unless there bea 
secret corrupt motive for the obstinacy? Why ?s it main- 
tained when the simple plan of taking the names by 
BALLOT wouid at once remove all distrust and complaint ? 
[tis absurd to say, we have no right to suspoct wrong- 
doing, without direct evidence of corruption. It Is the 
duty of the nation to watch with the utmost vigilance its 
Official servants, and it is its undoubted right to suspect 
them -wherever they needlessly assume a power to do 
wront. “Phis right is the sole foundation ofall preventing 
laws, waich proceed on the principle, that m:n will pro- 
bavly abuse their power, tempted by interest, and if they 
are, can do so with a tolerable chance of impunity. Now 
the discretion id the nomination of juries gives a corrupt 
Mast r not a chance, bit a certainty of impunity :—for 
however strong may be the suspic’on, aetual proof of wii- 
ful packinz can never be had. 

The people have therefore ths best ryht to suspect an 
officer assuming so outrageous a power; and the very per- 
tinacity in insisting that he ought not to be suspected, 
only causes him t» be more so. So long as the chief Law 
Officer of the Crown can give no better answer to the 


‘exposure of an unfair and suspicious system, than a bra- 


zen_assertion—that it is the best system he can conceive of, 
—so long will the people unavoidably suspect, that no- 
thing but a corrupt and unjust object could produce an 
obstinate perseverance in-a practice gratuitously odious 
and irritating. 
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Hetiers of tice Black Dwarf. 


From the Black Dwarf in London to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 
ODD DEFENCE OF SLAVERY. 

My Respected Yellow Friend.—I have more curious 
matter for thee to peruse, and greater reason than ever to 
desire thy presen ¢ here! Come, I pray thee come, that 
we may laugn together at the follies that luxuriate in 
this happy land, the “envy and tiie admiration of the 
wondering world !”’ 

Thou hast heard of a nest of vermin who have establis h- 
ed themselv.s on a sore place on the back of John Ball ; 
and in the same spirit which made the horse-dungz exclaim, 
“how we apples swim!’ they call themselves the nobl-, 
hut somewhat stupid animal, on whom they live by tor- 


v 


menting and devouring at tue same time. Thou hast 
al o heard of their merry autics in theirassumed character 5 
of their lying for the love of God, caiumniating out of 
sheer lovalty, and deceiving the land out of their bound- 
less affection for all who pick the pockets of their beloved 
countrymen. After what they have done there remains 
bat little ef aa infamous nature to do; but they are not 
yet content, and being CArzstians of a very superior order, 


great service 


they have now set themselves down to do a 
to the Christian Scriptures, by proving beyond all 
doubt, that Christianity sanctions slavery; and that it is 
counteracting the decrees and thwarting the iutentions of 
Heaven, to endeavour to take the lash out of the slave- 
driver’s hand: or to put a stop to the kidnapping of. poor 
negroes! f assure thee Lam serious. ‘This 1s what they 


are doing; and they argne the point to amiracle. It 


seams they have beea roused to th's service to religron, 
by‘a erv which has been raised avanst the unlaw/fulness of 
slavery, and which naturally offends them—slavery in 
th-ireyes being not only very lewful, but even religious 


into the bargain. They, therefore, reprobate the ery, 
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and with as much dexterity as the devil can qucte 
Scripture for his purpose, they bring text upon text to 
prove that man hath a religious right to traffic in human 
flesh, and to draw his comfort from the misery of his 
fellow-men! There is no further room to doubt upon 
the subj-ct, for these vermin on the Bull’s back, give us 
chapter and verse for their religious affection for the op- 
pression of their brethren. | will give thee a few pas- 
sages :— 

“« Slavery, (say they) in the mysterious dispensations of Provi- 
dence is a lot authorized by the Supreme law-giver, the great ar- 
chitect of the Universe. ‘ Both thy bond-men and bond-1aids | 
which thou shalt have, shall be of the heathen that are round about 
you; of them shall ye buy bond-men and bond-maids. Morcover, 
of the Strangers that do sojourn among you; of them shall ye buy ; 
and of their families that are with you, which they Legat in your 
land: and they shall be your possession. Aud ye shall take th m 
as an inheritance for your children after you inherit them for a 
possession , they shall be your bond-men for ever.” Levit. c. 235. 

“ A great distinction appears to be made in the case of an Is- 
raelite, should he become a slave, and the manner in which he might 
regain his freedom, 1s thus pointed out by the same Divine autho- 
rity,—ver. 48.‘ After he is sold he may be redeemed again; one 
of his brethren may redcem him; either his uncle or his un. le’s 
son may redeem him, or any that is migh ot kin unto him of his 
family may redeem him; or if he be able he may redeem hiiself. 
And he shall reckon with him that bought him fromthe year that 
he was sold to him until the year of jubilee; and the price of his 
sale shall be according to the number of years, according to the 
time of an hired serv.ut shall it be with him.’ 

“tn the chapter following the ten commandments, it is written, 
‘Tf thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve; and in 
the sevenih he shall go out free far nothing. If he came in by 
himself, he shall go out by himself: if he were married, then his 
wife shall go out withhim. If his master have given him a wife, 
and she have borne him sons or daughters ; the wife and her chil- 
dren shall be her masters, and be shall go out by himself. Ex- 
odus, c. 21." ; 

“The Jews are now scattered over the face of the earth; andwe 
know it is in fulf'me.t of a prophecy denounced against them. So 
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n Geneses, chap. 9, we find that on account of the offence commit - 
ted by Ham against his father, his posterity to his fourth son 
CaNAAN are doomed to be the slaves of his brethren. The words 
of the text are “ Cursed be Canaan, a servant of servants shall he 
be unto his brethren.” Now Cusu was the eldest son of Ham, and 
in the Hebrew language Cush means black. ‘The Ethiopians were 
called Cushim, “ children of Cvusn,” and learned mythologists 
believe the Negroes to be of that descent. 

The Bishop of Llandaff, who wrote in defence of the Bible | 
suid,* ‘ There is one short argument, if there were no other, which 
proves that slavery is not, as such, opposite to justice. God cannot 
authorise injustice ; but he did authorise slavery among the Jews : 
therefore slavery is not opposite to justice. Nur am I certain 
that slavery is any where expressly forbidden by. the letter of the 
New Testameit. Man stealing is indeed expressly forbidden to 
Christians, as it was, under the penalty of death, forbidden to the 
Jews; but the Greek word rendered men stealers in the New Tes- 
tament, does not probably mean the same as men buyers, nor can 
we from thence infer, tl.atatrafficin the slaves is totidem verbis, 
prohibited to Christiars.’ 

“ Thus in the case of Onesimus the slave, who ran away from 
his master Philemon, a primitive and exemplary Christian, St. 


Paul after converting him, did not declare him free, but sent him 
back again to Philemon.” 


I have never seen a case more clearly made out. It is 
quite clear that there were both bond-men and bond-maids 
in those days: and it is equally clear that the practice 
was authorised. ‘Therefore there is no injustice in bond- 
age; and bondage is slavery—therefore the Christian 
traffic in slaves is of scriptural authority! Nothing can 
be clearer—and the inference is, that whosoever shall 
attempt to put an end to the slave-trade is a most profane 
opposer of the decrees of Providence! It is true the 
case of the first paragraph fails in part ; because bondage 
is not necessarily slavery ; and there is another trifling 
distinction, that the bond-men and bond-maids of that 


— ———————— —+-- -——— 
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* Vide Life of Richard Watson, Bishop of Llandaff. 
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period were accustomed to sell themselves ; an inconyeni- 
ence and trouble which is kindly spared to the bond-men 
and bond-maids of this age, whose masters steal them 
first ,and’ sell them afterwards upon the title acquired by 
the robbery. [t would appear, that in the days refexred to 
by the Scriptural authority, it wes the custom of the poor 
to sell themselves to the rich ; and even for poor Israelites 
to sell themselves to rich strangers. Now there certainly 
was some little advantage in this, as the parties might 
stipulate the terms of their own services, and bargain for 
an equivalent to their bondage. 

But it is notwithstanding very clear that bondage of 
some sort or other, existed; and hence the John Bull 
authorities can religiously defend all sorts of slavery. 
The right to steal, and to buy, being admitted; the con- 
sequences follow that a man may do what he likes with 
his own. Besides, negroes are black ; and ‘* learned my- 
thologists” believe they are descended from Cush, because 
Cush means black, and Cush was the eldest son of Ham; 
and because Ham committed some offence against his fa- 
ther, the fourth son of Ham was to bo accursed. ‘the 
curse was that because Cush in Hebrew was black, the 
children of Cush were to become black, and wherever any 
of his posterity was found, it was found lawful for white 
folks to seize upon them, and make them slaves, because 
‘* Canaan was to be cursed,” though it does not appear 
that he had committed any offence. There needs no bet- 
ter proof that slavery has the divine approval. Vo work 
with the lash! Cut the poor negroes to the very boues. 
Let the blood follow every stroke ; it ts a pleasing suert- 
fice to the Deity, who has authorized the lot of stavery! 
How these knaves will blaspheme their Maker, when they 
have even the interest of a marvedi at stake, by setting 
him at defiance, and a Bishop of Llandaff is very properly 


pulled im amony these vermin. He appears to have fur- 








Se ee 





THE BLACK DWARP. S75 


nished them with theit arvument—‘ God cannot autho- 
rize injustice—but he does authorize slavery—therefore 
slavery is not injustice.” ‘This is as much as to say, “ God 
cannot permit cruelty—but he does permit murder— 
therefore murder is not crueity.”’ The good bisbop allows 
that man-stealing is expressly forbidden to Christians, 
and to the Jews, even under the penalty of death: but 
the bishop cunningly remarks that the word rendered 
nien-stealers dues not mean men-burers! Bravo, bishop! 
the devil’s cloven foot could not better have fitteda di- 
lemma. ‘the men-buyers are very innocent creatures, no 
doubt—but of whom were they to buy ? with whom were 
they to deal? Men-buyers presume the existence of men- 
stealers !—unless the bisliop has anew method of gene- 
rating men, full-grown, to put in the warehouses of the 
dealers. ‘The prohibition of men-stealing gives usa hettle 
insight into the nature of the original bondage: if men 
were not stolen to be sold, they must have sold them- 
selves. There is no way of making men-buylug an inhe- 
cent traffic, but by supposirg that the bondmen sold them- 
selves—no one person having a right over another, to 
dispose of him; and ‘‘ men-stealt: g,”’ or forcible bondage 
being expressly forbidden to the Jews, under pain of 
death. But our men-buyers are in league with the men- 
stealers; and though the sagacious bishop finds oat the 
woftds are different, the two classes are equally infamous ; 
perhaps the men-buyérs being the worst of the two, as 
the receiver of stolen goods*®is worse than the thief, as 
tempting him to the dishonesty, by affording him a means 
of disposing of his booty. With the venal and the mer- 
cenary, the power to do wrong always carries with it the 
right to doso; and were the Deity to speak from the very 
altars which are pretended to be erected to his service. 
against the vices of the votaries, they would langh at his 
commands, and set up one more congesial to their tastes 
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The baseness of these vermin on the back of the Bull, is 
that they are ready to pander toevery abuse. They would 
defend murder as readily as oppression, if it suited the 
policy of their patrons to cut throats at home, as it suits 
them {o keep the lash on the back of the negro abroad.— 
The motive with them is this—the greater number that 
-can be made wretched, kept impotent, and degraded be- 
low the condition of humanity, the greater is the spoil of 
the few who oppress and plunderthem. If one man can 
force or induce fifty to be content with half as much as 
their wants require, he has as much as would satisfy five- 
and-twenty men for his own portion. It is very conveni- 
ent for one man to see a hundred, or a thousand, toiling 
for his luxury, while he reclines on a sofa, and wonders 
that it should be so expensive to keep slaves! But to the 
toilers the natural wonder would be, what right has any 
man to compel us to toil for his peculiar advantage. In 
the present condition of several portions of the giobe, it 
might not be the best policy to preach the doctrines which 
heaven and nature offer to the rational mind : but it is ne- 
vertheless true, that no man can have a lawful property 
in the person of another, without the consent of the party 
himself; and that slaves have as much right to break their 
individual bonds, and to defend their personal freedom by 
any resistance to those who would controul them, as na- 
tions have toassert their independence. A revolt on the part 
ofthe sl>ves in the West Indies would furnish ample means 
of regret in the-scenes which would ensue; and such an 
event should be peculiarly guarded against by those who 
are interested ; but the slaves would be no more criminal 
in the attempt to break their chains, than the Britons of 
Runnymede, in demanding the ratification of their free- 
dom at the hands of the Tyrant John—no more blame- 
able than the Americans in refusing to be slaves to the 
English borough-mongers—no more blameable than any 
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other class of men in times gone by, in attempting to re- 
cover rights of which they ought never to have been de- 
prived. The slave owes no allegiance to any authority. To 
the best of masters, he owes no gratitud>, for he is deprived 
of the great preliminary to the enjoyment ofevery blessing. 
He isa slave! ‘To recover the rank of man is his duty !— 
If the vermin on the baek of the Bull shrink from these 
doctrines, they should not provoke such inquiries. They 
should be content with the power to continue slavery, and 
not blasphemously charge upon the Deity the crimes ofthe 
wretches alt whose feet they fall in fulsome and mercenary 
panegyric. Slavery is an evil which knowledge will 
remove, by teaching the slave that it is in his power to 
throw off his shackles when he pleases: and those who 
hold them in feiters will act wisely to loosen them by 
degrees, and as fast as he begins to feel their pressure. 
If he is driven to the dreadful necessity of breaking them 
asunder, he. may dash the pieces inthe faces of his mas- 
ters and haply spoil their features. One black republic 
already exists in the West Indies. The slaves have be- 
come the masters of the soil. Now, if slavery were of 
divine authority, the slaves of St. Domingo have thrown 
down the gauntlet to Heaven; and a Christian crusade 
should be undertaken against them! But happily the 
justice of their cause has the guarantee of providence for 
its security. They have arms in their hands, and not the 
united powers of Europe could reduce them to their former 
debased condition. ‘The climate, which is their health, 1s 
pestilence to those who would oppress them. - While 
fraud could prevail, Europe was omnipotent--but when 
the delusion was exposed, she became powerless, thus it 
willeverbe. The muLTiTuDE have only to see their own 
strength ; and all tyranny is at an end. It is only potent 
while they arm it against themselves by a blind submission 
to its orders, ora credulous reliance on its promises of asup- 

No. 25, Vol. X. 
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port which they need not, andofa protection which they can 
only confer upon themselves. ‘The servants in the hall of the 
great emperor of Japan, are quite numerous enough to 
turn his emperorship out of office, end sct his ministers to 
clean their own sandals. Nothing is easier than to re- 
move a tyranny, when the slaves are tired of submission. 
I could teach the Catholics of Ireland to get red of the 
tithe-system, much sooner than it will ever be menced ; 
and when I see they are in earnest, I will give them a 
lesson or two, Nay, if the vermin on the Bull’s back are 
not more modest than they have been, | shall teach the 
Bull how torub them off—a thing that may be done 
with ease, though the poor animal has no hands to pick 
himself clean ; and notwithstanding he has so long had 
a tenter-hook ia his posteriors, and a shackle, ow all his 
feet. Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THe Black Dwarr. 

P.S. I must not forget to mention that one of the littie 
animalcule on the bull’s back, is quite delighted that the 
King contrived to get to Ascott Races ;—a matter whicli 
brings the little thing’s loyalty into discredit; for to go 
there at the risk of catching cold in the head, was, after all, 
a little indiscreet on the part of royalty; and, though pro- 
ceeding from a laudable desire to gratify the loyal part of 
the community, was carrying condescension to a point 
more likely to gratify the friends of the successor, than of 
the present sovereign. 

Another of these animalcule is much obliged to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury for his opposition to the bill to 
enable Dissenters from marrying in their own chapels; 
though I cannot conceive what the little crawler can have 
to do with the affair. 

Another creeper is angry at the Irish Tithe Commuta- 
tion Bill; and threatens to speak “ alond in a warning 
voice, which shall reach to the highest point of the Empire.” 
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| know not where this highest point is; but I am afraid 
the little creature will not be able to be heard so far off. 
Perhaps it speaks figuratively, and facetiously calls the 
tallest hair on his Majesty’s head the “ highest pointin the 
Empire.” Now the little creature might crawl up the 
hair, if it could eet at the head ; and from the “ highest 
point in the Empire’ squeak out “ have a care of the 
Commutation Bill!’’ But how is the head to be got at? 
Are vermin admitted in the palace? And, if they were, 
could any one be so daring as to aim at lodging royally # 
I will not believe it. The little thing might make friends 
with a notorious Alderman to take it to Downing-street— 
but to the palace—that would be, indeed, prodigious! 1 
understand that not even a mouse is permitted to lodge 
there, without a couple of rats will enter into security for 
his good behaviour and honesty. 











LIBERATING OURSELVES, 
THE BEST MEANS OF ASSISTING SPAIN. 











14th June, 1828 

Mr. Epiror, 

I send you a speech, which, how injudicious so- 
ever might have been the delivery, respecting the amme- 
diate design of the late meeting in favour of the Spantards, 
certainly would not have been out of order, nor in any 
degree a departure from the question then at issue ; while 
in your pages perhaps it may not be useless; and if yon 
should be of that opinion, it is at your service. 

J. C. 

“ Gentlemen,—One of the witty writers of our land with 
Whose person I am unacquainted, has it seems facetiously 
temarked to the following purport, (for his words I have 
never seen, and merely remember what I have been told 
was their drift.) Major Cartwright, aceording to the 
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witty centleman, is aman with veut one idea. Lf, SRYS he, 
meeting the majorin the street, you ask lim your way to 
St. James’s or St. Giles’s, his -answer will be, the cause 
of Parliamentary Reform is gaining ground; and, holding 
you by a button, he will argue the case. 

If that witty centleman be now present, doubtless he 
will smile, when [ observe to you. that if the speakers on 
the present cccasion mean to benefit the cause of self- 
government in Sparen, they must not forget, nor must they 
neglect, the cause of paruameitary reform in England.— 
For, if we truly enter into the feelings of the Spanish Peo- 
ple—if we sineerci* sympathize in their situation—com- 
pelled to defend ine Constitution of their ecloice, by their 


patriot sword: ani to cemert tocir infant freedom. with 


their Jast blood! : Hl beeome us to mantfest our svm- 
pathy in they s ane >o> interest in the ecmmon 
cause, by someining 3 a] purpose, than aly suh- 


scription Wwe can make ER: port, OF anyv §) eecl y 


we can deliver ia their 3 


It isindeed true, the! every rousquet our money may 
put into Spanish hands w..: a valuable gift: but, alas! 


what in this way can we hope to do for Spain, that will 
weigh in the scale against the resources of wealthy 
“rance, lightly taxed as she is, and the many additional 
millions she is said to be borrowing of English traders in 
Spanish blood ? 

[tis also true, that we may call forth to her honour a 
public voice, because the public mind of England is ou 
her side. 

But here again—what will be the intrinsic value of that 
voice, if it operate not on her cuemy. the French Bourbon, 
as it did operate on our late queen’s enemies, the English 
Boroughmongers ? 

Unless the public voice of England shall, at the same 
time, speak terror to the Bourbons as it did to their friends 
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the boroughmongers, must it not be—Vo.. et preterea 
nvvid—a voice and nothing else —a voice that will be 
despised by France, and of no avail to Spatn? 

Here, gentlemen, you have to cousider three seriotts 
cuestlons ; 

Ist-—-What nas caused the present critical situstion of 
aen : 

2diyvy—W hat is the true situation of Mngland: aud 

3sdily—What can the people of Englund vow ao, for 
\iding to the strength of Sown; ever keeping mm mind, 
that moral influences communicate to physical strength no 
small vigour and energy { 

To my first question, the answer will be, that Spain 
asserting her right to self government, had given herself 
a real representation: which sacred right is violated by 
ihe sword of a French Bourbon, backed by a conspiracy 
of despots; ulming to wrest from her that self-govern- 
ment, 

To my second question, the auswer must be, that Eng 
land herself is not self-coverned ; beiny under the mock- 


representation ot self-appointed (OVOP: , 


And, consequently, the auswer io ps) ¢'ird question 
will be—that our Nation, in its yp: dation, can 
communicate an additional energy io Spais’s physical 
force, so far only as may result, wher — oemards shall 
see the people of England actuails i a rational 
exertion for effectuating that Passo: y Reform, 


whereby alone they can recover their ios! s2!f-~overnment, 
and thereby enable themselves rationally to act, as they 
rationally feel, think, and wish, in respect of Spain: sen- 
ding once more to her aid an English foree, headed by 
our Benlineks, our Lynedochs, our Fergusons, our Longs, 
and other heroes, who have once fought side by side with 
her heroic sons. 

As the people of Spain must be convinced, that the 
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accomplishment of our Parliamentary Reform wouid in- 
stantly put an end to the mischievous neutrality of our 
Court, and in its place secure to them our potent alli- 
ance ; and the well founded hope of that event, must great- 
ly elevate their spirits, producing a moral influence highly 
augmenting the energies of their physical powers. 

Our present subscriptions, and our present language, 
being under that supposition, to be considered as a fore- 
taste of some thing better to follow, as a prelude to acts 
and exertions worthy the reforming example which Spain 
has set us, in the cause of our common freedom, then in- 
deed would they become of intrinsic value,—then indeed 
would they operate in communicating to the physical 
strength of Spain, both actual aid and a moral energy, 
that would assuredly render her unconquerable, and her 
soil the grave of Bourbon despotism! 

In this age of successful efforts for obtaining Representa- 
tion, even in countries where it was never before known, 
to behold England on the point of recovering hers, would 
be to Spain an animating prospect, that would not fail to 
infuse into her counsels and her deeds in arms, all that 
ever inspired an heroic people to endure every extre- 
mity, rather than to pass underv the yoke of impious tyrants. 
Must it not communicate into every friendly Spanish mind, 
by its expectation of the event, a determination to conquer 
orto die! Must it not nerve every Spanish arm with a 
vigour in unison with such a determination ! 

Here, gentlemen, it is with the most lively satisfaction 
that, towards so important an encouragement to Spain, as 
well as towards a consummation so devoutly to be wished 
by England, I trust that Iam able to give you a well- 
erounded hope; since I have a good reason for believing, 
that in the present session of Parliament, a notice will be 
given, (and with the concurrence of others prepared to 
support the member giving the notice,) of an early motion 
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in the next session, for a real and complete reform in our 
National Representation :—that notice distinctly specifying 
the principles of such reform, for securing to England 
what Spanish Patriotism has, in her independent and 
glorious Cortes, secured to Spain—namely self-government 
and real liberty, for the continuance of which she is now 
fighting. 

The few and simple principles to be specified in the 
notice will be undeniable truths ; and the Reform to be 
proposed, will embrace the rights and interests, the piro- 
tection and security (by real Representation) of every in- 
dividual Englishman. 

it is gentlemen, my firm belief—a belief founded on some 
experience, that this new mode of proceeding in an old 
pursuit, is that which alone is wanting to crown it with 
success; for, convinced Lam, that, by a truly patriot con- 
duct on the part of even a smaller Parliamentary phalanx, 
than that which has taken a meritorious part in the gene- 
rous proceedings of this day, such a manifestation of the 
resistless will of this nation may be called forth, as would 
till the ranks of the Boroughmonger Usurpers of England, 
as well as of the Bourbon invaders of Spain, with an irre- 
trievable dismay and confusion. 

Thus then shall England arrest the progress of that 
ravenous several-headed demon which threatens, first, 
to gulpdown into its accursed maw, the Iberian Peninsula, 
and afterwards to swallow the British Islands, as the last 
act of its despotism for the universal enslavement of 
Europe ! 

Must we not presume that the long-oppressed people, 
rouzed from their apathy by a new era of public virtue 
bursting upon them, would enthusiastically rally around 
their proclaimed deliverers in countless multitudes from 
every quarter of the kingdom: every where putting to 
flieht the terrified slaves of corruption ? 
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What an encouraging, what an animating spectacle must 
this be to struggling Spain: that in no power on earth 
could she have so potentan ally asin regenerated England! 

These suggestions, I shall leave, gentlemen, to your 
serious consideration; but more particularly to the reiiec- 
tion of those now present, and who have seats in Parlia- 
ment: hoping they may agree with me i thinking, that after 
a tedious and calamitous half-century bath been improvi- 
dently wasted on other reforming experiments,—experi- 
ments which, disgusting as they have been to the people, 
satisfied no man’s intellect, sentiments which fired with 





enthusigsm no man’s bosom—experiments which caused 
no usurper one moment’s alarm—it be not high time the 
appeal were made to the understanding and the heart of 
the universal people, conscious of their inherent mght to 
freedom and to justice ! 

Those parliamentary persons must know, that the wise 
and upright authors of the Spanish Constitution, did make 
to the understanding and heart of the universal Spanish 
Nation, a similar appeal ; for the basis of that constitution 
is actually laid in the inhereat right of every gndividual 
Spaniard, to vote in the election of those who are to make 
laws, affecting the property and the lives of the whole 
community of Spain: and now in the affectionate and de- 
termined support of that people, those patriot legislators 
are receiving their well-merited reward. 

Before I sit down, allow me to recite to you a pithy and 
instructive observation of a late first-rate character for 
intellect, now no more—his words were these—* Those 
who have wrought great changes in the world, never 
succeeded by gaining over czefs, but always by exciting 
the multitude. The first, is the resource of intrigue, and 
produces only secondary results ; the second, is the resuit 
of genius, and transforms the face of the universe. 
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Yo conclude, | have to make one observation, and to 
ask one qtiestion.—I then observe, that all the experiments 
of our moderate Reformers, and our half Reformers, in the 
course of more than forty years, have produced no results 
at all. 

And I ask,—is notan appeal for “e.rct'ing theinultitude,” 
for moving the millions of enlightened Eugland, the proper 
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“result of genius,’ for effecting the “ great change,’ 

of transforming Exgiish slavery into English liberty : in 

which case alone, England can effectually shield the 

liberties of Spain ?”’ 

THE GREAT AND NOT 'THE POOR, ‘THE REAL 
BURTHENS OF THE STATE. 


Mr. Ensor, the bold and indefatigable assertor of the 
liberties and interests cf L[reland, has just published a 











work, on “* The Poor, and their relief,’ from which we 
make the following pithy extract, in reply to the com- 
plaint of the great expense of maintaining the poor, at the 
rate of about two shillings per head per week. It will be 
a useful index to many careless p20ple, to point out where 
the real burthens lie, and who are the expensive poor ! 
The first in dignity, if uot in importance, of the causes 
of the people’s wants is the expense of royalty. The ex- 
pensiveness of monarchy, and the sages of the Jews held 
‘ that to choose a king was to reject God,” is as eld as 
the institution. When Saul was made king, the royal or 
inordinate portion was set before him ; so was the perpe- 
tual chine served to the Grecian chicfs in Homer's story : 
and, to penetrate into the very elements of kingship, Lich- 
tenstein says that the king of the Koosas is entitled to the 
breast of every ox slain, which is sent to him, though he 
be so distant that itis putrid before it reaches his majesty. 
Kings are also professedly idle. ‘Thus, in the Fox Islands 
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the sole perogative of the chief Tookoo is, that when he 
goes tosea he doesnot work. Milton remarked of mo- 
narchy, that its trappings would set up many republics : 
and it is certain that countries which flourished as repub- 
lics, have actually sunk under the inherent prodigality of 
kingly governments. 

Nor are the sovereigns of this country, though the con- 
stitution is the glory of our own and the envy of surround- 
ing nations, remarkable for their economy and moderation. 
The late king, besides having his civil list repeatedly in- 
creased, obtained 124,000]. from Gibraltar, large sums 
from the Leeward Islands, and the droits, which amounted 
to about eight millions sterling: added to all this, nine 
times his debts to an enormous amount were discharged by 
his courteous Commons. ‘The present king’s debts were 
also frequently liquidated by the all-complying legislature, 
and he now enjoys for his personal expense nearly a million 
sterling. Yet with this prodigious waste and consumption 
of t:aman labour on one man, some individuals, perversely 
censorious, reserve their railing for the expenses of the 
poor and the labouring population. “ What,” said the Phi- 
losopher Temple, “ is the fantastic calculation of riches and 
poverty that is current in the world, by which a man that 
wants a million is a prince, he that wants a groat is a beg- 
gar?’ Nay more, to pay the prince’s milli.n how many 
poor men contribute their groats, and thus give their din- 
ner’s worth to swell the royal revelry with his peers ?— 
And what is the object of this princely debt and expendi- 
ture? The splendour of the monarchy! in _ respect to 
this point the English king vies with the chief of the 
Ottomans ; for itis a favourite adage among the Turks, 
‘“< riches in the Indies, wit in Europe, a..d pomp among 
the Ottomans.” Pomp is barbarous, and so_ reputed, 
throughout the worid. The splendour and the pomp of 
the court of Lattakoo is hideous to the Turk, and the Tur- 
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kish is monstrous to the English—not less so than Maho- 
met’s religion to our Christian clergy. And the parade of 
the English Court to all rational men must appear more 
or less absurd, as it is more or less chargeable to the in- 
dustry of the laborious, whose contributions should con- 
stitute a sacred fund. Those who would honour royalty 
should support it on its merits ; and institutions otherwise 
good change their character by the enormity of their ex- 
pense. The prodigal and pauperizing nature of royalty 
moreover, does not stop with the king’s majesty ; it com- 
municates like an hereditary disease, and all its adjuncts 
and coincidents are infected with the same consuming ex- 
cesses. 

The ecclesiastical establishment is the monarchy spiri- 
tually administered. ‘There were bishops in the early 
church ; but they had no more resemblance to modern 
bishops, than sacer in its several significations of “ sacred” 
and “ curse.” Bishops are called the successors of the 
Apostles : yet what is less apostolic than the lives and for- 
tunes of English and Irish bishops? They are the mere 
creatures of the monarchy ; and as they arose from it, they 
resolve their being into it. No men can be more ab- 
solute onerous than ecclesiastics. The labourer is worthy 
of his hire. What dothey do, or canthey do, equivalent 
to 10,0001., 20,0001. and 30,0001. a-year ? All tueir enor- 
mous and besotting wealth is to be charged to the mon- 
archy. Some British and Irish bishops have four or five 
times the amount of the salary of the American President. 
Hence the alliance of Church and State, and the maxim— 
no bishop, no king :—of course the more bishops, and the 
more endowed the bishops of Durham, Winchester, Can- 
terbury, Armagh, Derry, the greater the king of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

It may be remarked, that when Cesar conquered Pom- 
pey and determined on kingship, one of his first acts was 
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to increase the ecclesiastical establishment. Iam not, 
however, exhibiting clerical servility to power, but the 
incumbrance of ecclesiastics to the revenue of the nation. 
Bacon says definitively, that a numerous clergy impover- 
ishes a state, for they bring néthing to the stock. He 
should have added, they take much fiom it ; and preying 
on each other, both prey on the people. 

The nobility, those accidents of an accident, issue from 
the king’s mouth, as the Indian casts from the person of 
Brahma—* a breath can make them, as a breath has made 
them.” In many states nobles are excluded:from industry, 
and Turgot accounted for the reduced ‘commerce of the 
city of Angouleme, notwithstanding its situation, to the 
facility of becoming noble: “ thus,’’: said he, “ capitals 
‘are withdrawn from trade and wasted: in idleness.’’” In 
England the law does not exclude the nobles from industry, 
but custom does. Bacon, speaking of nobility by. birth, 


said, “ it slackens industry ; and he that is not industrious — 
envies another’s diligence.’ The same author says’: “ Nor_ 


are the people in this view to be estimated’ by number, 
also ; fora small number that consumes much’ atid gains 
little, wears outa state sooner than a greatet that ‘lives 
sparing aud lays up money. And therefore'an over-pro- 
portion of nobility and gentry sooner impoverishes a state,”’ 
&c. And who doubts that there is now an excess of nobi- 
lity and gentry ?” 


SS ee ~~ nee eee —~<~ .— —_— - _ 





Corrisponvence. 
_ 
From the White Dwarf at Petersfield, to the Black 
Lwarf in London. 
RESPEGTED LITTLE FRIEND, 
Since my last I have been enjoying the most pleas- 
ing reverie: in my trance I fancied that all my neighbours 
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who had through blind credulity been adverse to the cause 
of liberty; and worshipped slavery asa certain good, 
were through your gogg@ counsel repenting of their past 
follies. [heard the squire, the parson, the lawyer, the 
doctor, the draper, the tailor, the shoemaker, all in public 
assembly, invelgh against the corruptions of the Parlia- 





ment, the , Juries, &e.. | saw the squire’s name, 
to a petition praying for Reform; hear! the parson preach- 
ing against unjust judges, perjuries, lovers of men more 
than lovers of God; the lawyer attending farcical county 
meetings, reading Cobbett, rejoicing at the death of a 
self-destroyed evil conusellor, and resizning a situation 
disgraced by the most corrupt practices; the doctor 
abusing the destructive measures of an extravagant Go- 
vernment, railing at coilectors of taxes for their excessive 
surcharges: the draper laughing and rubbing his hands 
at the ridiculous practices iu rotten boroughs: the tailor 
endeavouring to reform every one but himself, chastising 
even the wife of his bosom for imaginary extravagance ; 
& the shoemaker discussing radical doctrines in the public 
streets. This pleasing dream continued till Tuesday last, the 
10th instant, when [ was suddenly awoke by the ringing 
of bells, and immediately all my pleasure vanished. I found 
those whom I liad just before seen progressively improv- 
ing from your kind instruction, immerge again into all 
their past follies, joining in loud acclamations at the late 
deeision of the Court of King’s Bench, upon the following 
questions: “ Whether the Steward of the Court Leet, 
who is the judge of the Court, can legally nominate the 
Leet Jury ¢ and whether having so nominated them, he 
can legaily remain with them during their deliberations to 
assist and direct them in forming their presentments ?’’— 
The decision was, that as the worthies of Petersfield had 
been asleep twenty years, and suffered their“ liberties, 
privileges, and franchises,” to be usurped, the usurpation 
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through the custom was rendered lawful. The amorous 
mayor, joined by a notorious few supped together to cele- 
brate their having gained a pointo enslave themselves. 
So much forthe enlightened state of Petersfield. “ If 
men through ignorance degenerate to asses, they will 
always find some ready to fix a burden upon them.” ‘‘ Such 
as do not value freedom and liberty deserve to be slaves.” 
The mayor presided, and Jemmy Peirson, tailor, acted as 
deputy. I understand the latter performed his part quite 
in character, except in keeping himself more sober than 
usual, which could not be attributed to his abstemiousness, 
but the want of liquor. They broke up at an early hour, 
and to the astonishment of all, without any riotous beha- 
viour either from the mayor or the vice president ;_ the for- 
mer did not even throw one bottle at the chandeliers, nor 
did the latter beat his wife on the occasion, or turn 
her out of doors. ‘The mayor’s motley troop, like Sir John 
Falstaff’'s, commanded by Jack Rhodes, assembled in the 
front of the inn, and amused them with his celebrated 
“ rough music.” If the old adage is to be relied on, that 
‘* birds of a feather flock together,’ the company was the 
most select that have assembled in Petersfield for many 
years, for their eyes are blind to truth, and their ears are 
deaf to reason. 





“ Shali we now, 

‘¢ Contaminate our fingers with base bribes, 

“ And sell the mighty space of our large honours, 
“* For so much trash, as may be grasped thus ? 

“ Thad rather be a dog, and bay the moon.” 


Though but a Dwarf, these are my sentiments, which I 
trust will remain with me till death. Leaving the motley 
group of slaves for the present, 


I remain, thy devoted Little Friend, 


THE WHITE DWARE. 
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PUBLIC MEETING IN BEHALF OF SPAIN. 





On Friday, pursuant to public nctice, an-tmmense number of the 
Friends of National Liberty, and the oppressed Spanish People, 
assembled at the London ‘Tavern, for the purpose of forwarding a 
subscription in support of thatgreat cause. At half past twelve 
o'clock the room was thronged to excess, and there were repeated 
cries of “ Chair, chair.” Mr. H. tfunt, who had stept within the 
platform, presented himself, but was received with marked dissap- 
probation ; after remaining nearly five mint tes on the table, he at 
length descended ; on which Mr. J. C. Hobhouse came forward, 
amidst loud cheering, and stated that, in consequence of the ab- 
sence of the Noble Lord, who was to preside, and who was mo- 
mentarily expected to arrive, the business of the meeting was un- 
avoidably delayed. “ But, Gentlemen, continued he, “ I trust, 
that your good sense and affectiot, to the cause for which you are 
assembled, will not permit any individual to interrupt its harmony 
or frustrate its object. [believe there can be no mistake as to the 
object of him who is known to introduce the torch of discord 
wherever be goes. I hope I am not too harsh in my expressions ; 
but if any gentleman wishes to address the meeting, this is surely 
neither the time nor the way in which it should be done. The 
committee trust, that until Lord W. Bentinck comes, you will sup- 
port Lord Erskine in the Chair? 

This proposal being met by loud acclamations, his Lordship ad- 
dressed the meeting. He trusted the same spirit which had laid 
despotism with the dust, would not now permit four or five indivi- 
duals (however powerful) to arrogate to themselves the right of 
dictation in the internal affairs of any other nation—how far go- 
vernment should have interfered in this cause, he would not now 
say. When the question was before Parliament, it did not declare 
against Spain, neither would Parliament agree to pledge the na- 
tional means to that cause. But, gentlemen, you are judges of 
your own means, you know what you owe to Freedom, your 
Country, and yourselves. Parliament is the judge of the national 
means; but it cannot he denied, that you have at least an equal 
power over your own; and I think that the Members of Go- 
vernment ought to subscribe double, as they are so much more 
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wealthy. You will recollect, gentlemen, that it 1s not merely a 
people’s wrongs you have to keep in view-—it is not simply tlie 
support of oppressed Spain against the infamous tyranny of France. 
but it is that of Freedom struggling against Despotic Power.— 
The Spaniards have the heart to beat it down, but they want 
means—give them the materie/, and they will be invincible. 

Lorp Bentinck having arrived, and having apologized for his 
absence, stated that it was not his purpose to allude to the politics 
of the question before them—he would confine himself merely to 
the military part, as that was his peculiar province. In 1808, when 
he had the command of a part of the British Army, during the in- 
vasion of Spain by Napoleon, who had a force of not less than 
one hundred thousand men, twelve thousand of which were caval- 
ry, he was ordered by the Commander in Chief, to their aid- he 
wished to God be had received a similar command on the present 
occasion.— —(Loud cheering)-—Notwithstanding the great numeri- 
cal force opposed to them—notwithstanding their want of discipline 
and of means, theirenthusiasm and fondness for liberty conquered 
every disadvantage; they were then, ashe trusted they would be 
now, truumphant. His Lordship then read a letter, written in the 
April of that year to Lord Viscount Castlereagh, expressive of his 
conviction that, though he was certain the obstacles to the delive- 
rance of Spain seemed almost insurmountable, yet he had no he- 
sitation in pronouncing their ultimate success. Subsequent events 
have confirmed that opinion. He trusted that his present anticipa- 
tions would be equally realized. 

Sir James Macxrntosu eloquently condemned the unprincipled 
invasion of Spain, and applied the beautiful lines of Moore, of the 
Day-Star to the Spanish cause :— : 

So sinks the day-star in the ocean’s bed, 

And yet anon repairs his drooping head, 

And tricks his beams, and with new spangled ore, 
Flames in the forehead of the morning sky. 7 

We were pleased to see Mr. Marryatt come forward to second 
the first resolution. It was sealing his professions in favour of 
Spain, by an act of essential service. 

Lord Lynepocu, who had been personally a witness of the past 
exertions of the Spaniards, expressed his assurance of their success 


in the present struggle. 
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Mr. BroucHam, in a short but masterly address, desentha the 
general feeling in favour of Spain to have penetrated the dense 
atmosphere of St. Stephens; where though there might be some 
half dozen courtly minions whose sentiments were opposed to the 
people, they dare not pollute the public ear by their foul breath, 
even by a whisper against the free Spaniards; though they might 
lurk about in corners, and breathe their venom to congenfal vermin, 
the bat and the rat, Ie noticed the different reception the Allied 
Sovereigns would now receive in England. He would have ad, 
dressed the meeting at greater length, but for the heat of the wea- 
ther—and this reminded him of that most powerful ally (the heat) 
which was now working in favour of Spain. Providence had or- 
dained that neither the arrow that flieth by night, nor the pestilence 
that walketh in darkness, was without some useful object’; and the 
invaders of Spain would feel the arrow, and experience the pesti- 
lence which they had drawn upon themselves. He hoped the pre- 
sent would be the first of a thousand meetings throughout the em- 
pire, and that the feeling then predominant would spread like wild- 
fire through every hamlet, town, and district. (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. A. BartnG next came forward to sanction the hopes of the 
meeting by declaring his conviction that Spain would acquit her- 
self successfully. The sympathy of the meeting, he observed, was 
the more necessary, as it was not in Spain alone that the spirit of 
despotism sought to domineer—but in every little German state 
where hopes were held out ofa free constitution, they were crushed 
by the appalling menace of the Allies. 

Lord John Russel agreed that the Allies, if they could, would 
take the same measures against England, as against Spain. The 
little blemishes of the House of Commons they would preserve as 
sacred, but the liberties of the people they would destroy to free 
the King from captivity. 

Mr. Denman acutely reminded the meeting of the period when 
the Holy Alhes were kissing the footstool of Napoleon, and crouch- 
ing before a despotism similar to that which they had since set up. 

Lord Ebrington, Sit Ronald Fergusson, and Mr. Waithmag, next 
addressed the meeting ; after which there was some contest on the 
attempt of Mr. Hunt to come forward. He, however, obtained a 
partial hearing, and stated that the Spaniards were only fighting 
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forthatcause, tor only begging tor which the Manchester people 


were putty death. This created some uproar, and Mr. H, moved 
that the committee should write to the persons receiving emolument, 
from the Gavernment, to contribute to the object, which was ne- 
gatived by a large majority. Mr. Hobhouse desircd every man to 
reevllect that a subscription of 20s. was putting a musket into the 
hands of a Spaniard, who only needed arms to defend his liberty, 

Mr, Grey Bennett read a letter from Mr. Vealls, stating that 
the shoemakers had arranged for a weekly subscription among 
themselves, which would prebebly produce from 200l. to 3001, 
Lord Erskine, Mr. 8S. C. Whitbread, Ald. Wood, and Mr. Favell, 
severally addressed the meeting. 

Mr. Hume had a communication from tweaty workmen, in the 
employ of Mr. Clarke, in the Minories, subscribing £14—another 
of a subscription from Lund’s Coffee-house ; and a proposal from 
Mr. Willatt, to furnish 50,000 horse-pistol flints. The subscription 
of Mr. Lambton £1000, of Sir Francis Burdett’s, £500, and of 
many others were read: andthe meeting broke up with an accla- 
mation of thanks to the Chairman, 

The following is a correct copy of the resolutions that were agreed 
to« 

1. That every nation possesses the right of choosing the laws and 
institutions by which they shall be governed, and, that to admit an 
interference with this right to any degree or on any pretext, is to for- 
feit all claim to the blessings and dignity of independence. 

2. That the heroism and perseverance with which the Spanish 
people commenced and accomplished their successful struggle 
avainst the usurpation of the former ruler of ¢rance mainly coutri- 
buted to the triumphant issue of the late war, and entitled them to 
the everlasting gratitude of those nations who had previously con- 
tended in vain, for the same cause. 


3. That the courage and moderation with which the Spanish hbe- 


rated themselves from the yoke of domestic tyranny, are worthy of 


the spirit and character of those who had before repelled foreign 
aggression ; and so far from being a ground of complaint, should 
the eyes of every independent nation, and more particularly of En- 
gland, give them a fresh claim to the gratitude of mankind. , 
4. That the war now made an Spain by the king of France for 
she avowed purpose of depriving the Spanish people of the sacred 





POET OAL IA 


RRO Te Be een 








Pvt 


oe 








































THE BLACK DWARF. 899 


right of self-government, 1s an unprincipled and atrocious violation, 
not only of the freedom of the Spamards, but of the principles which 
form the basis of all human society. 

5. That although it has been deemed expedient that the British 
Government shall maintain neutrality under the present-circum- 
stances of the country, yet in the opinion of this meeting, it is 
the boundea duty of Britons to manifest their abhorrence of the 
injustice and violence of the Government of France, as well as 
their sympathy with the magnanimous and deeply injured nation, 
which is the object of that impious aggression. 

6. That this meeting do therefore invite all those of their fellow 
countrymen, of every class and station, who value the cause of 
freedom and the rights of independent nations, forthwith to con- 
tribute, according to their respective means, to the Subscription 
already commenced in behalf of the Spanish People. 

7. That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Common Council, of the .city of London, for the 
noble example they have set to the other Corporations of the King- 
dom, by assisting the Spaniards in the present arduous contest for 
their rights, liberties, and independence. 

8. That the following gentlemen be appointed a committee to 
manage this subscription, with power to add to their number :— 

J. G. Lambton, Esq. M. P. Chairman. 


laeut.-Gen. Sir. R. Fergusson, { Joseph Hume, Esq. M. P: 
M. P. Colonel Grant. 

Sir James Mackintosh, M. P. Robert Slade, Esq. 

Edward Ellice, Esq. M. P. R. H. Solly, Esq. 

J. Smith, Esq. M. P. J. Wilkes, Esq. 

J. C. Hobhouse, Esq. M. P. John Bowring, Esq. 


9. That a committee of Treasurers be appointed to receive the 





subscriptions, and that Alexander Baring, Bart. Esq. M. P., Joha. 


Smith, Esq. M. P., Abraham Robarts, Esq. M. P., and the Hox. 
Douglas Kinnaird, M. P. do compose the said committee. 

10. That the thanks of this Meeting be given to Lord William 
Bentinck, for his kindness in accepting and his ability in filling the 
chair.+ 











+ A story was told of an attempt to bribe the Sun, evening paper, 
hy the Bourbons; which we are rather induced to set down as an at- 
tempt to puff the paper. The Bourbons are base enough for any 
thing ; but they are too eunning to play such barefaced tricks 
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AGENTS 
FOR THE SALE OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


LONDON : ‘HuLrir—Mr. J. Jackson. 
Oawhyn, Catharine-street, Strand ; Ipswick—S, H, Cowell. 

m. Obbard, 4, Little George- Kenr—Mr: Healy, Draper, Ash- 
street, Westminster; R.Walker,) fords Mr. Stitton, Bromiley, 
90, High, Holborn, near Dean- Lancasnine—Mr.R. Parker, book. 
street; Duncombe, Middle-row, ‘seller, Chorley. 

Holborn; Duncombe, Little Leens—J. Mann, Duneansstreet. 
Queen-street, Holborn; Sargent, Lercester—Mr. Brooks, -High-st, 
Butcherhall-lane ; Riebau, Bland- Lewis—Veness, St. John-street. 
ford-street, Manchester-square 'RaverrooL.—T’. Smith, Paradise- 
Sizer, Oxford-street, near Cum-) street. 

berland-gate ; Cahuac, Blackman- Marpstone—Dawson,Stone-street, 
street, Borough; Jobbins, Pim-|MancHester—J. Wroe, 49, Great 
lico; Alexander, near the Turn-| Ancoats-street; S, Reddish ; T, 
pike, City-road; W. Boyle, 16, Crabtree, Nightingale-street. 
James-street, Manchester-square ; INEWCASTLE-U Pon-Tyne—J. Mar- 
Turner, 170, Aldersgate-street 3} shall. 

R.« Helder, 10, Duke-street, West Norrotk—J. Dinmore, Lynn. 
Smithfield; S. Warne, 36; Bell} Norwich—G. Wright, Back of 


yard, 'Temple-bar. . Inns; J.Watling, Bethlem-street, 
Batu—Everton’s Newspaper- | St. Peters. 
Office. NorvineHam — Mr. Sutton, Re- 


Birmr2zcHaM—Mr. Ragg, 68, Dale-| view Office. 
End, and C. Cooper, Union- Perersrienp—John Pince. 
‘street, ‘PORTSEA—G.Broughton, 23, Queen 
Botton—John Hayse, Spaw-lane.| street. 
Boston— (Lincoln)--Jackson ‘Reapinc—R. Snare, printer. 
BRiGHTON—T.Goodere, 24,George Rocnester—J.- Berry, General 


street. | Newspaper Office, near the Star 
Bristot—J. Cossens, 4, Castle-| Inn, Eastgate. 


street. Satissuny—Mr.Barling,Fishertor | 


Bury Sr. Eomonvo’s—J.Virchinall.|\Somerser—J. Trump, Eastover, 
CoventryY—BP.Barton,Wells-street) Bridgwater. 
Deptrorp—Mr. C, Liddell, news-/SourHampron—ZJ. Sims. 

man, Broomfleld’s-plaee, Lower-/Stamrorp—J. Drakard ' 


Toad. \SuNDERLAND—W. Chalk, High- 


Dover, Mr. Gouly. | street. 


Pxeten—J. Besley, jun. News-/Taunron—Mr. J. Kerswell, book- 
Office, | seller. | 
FarnnaM—Fair:ianer,hair-dresser. Warnwick—T. Brothers, Southam. 
Giascow—W. Brock, 30, Antigua-- Worvernameron--J. Large, King- 

place. | Street, ! 
GREAT Yarvwoutry—J. Boldry, York—Emmerson, shoemaker, Co- 
Row; 3h. ney-street, 





Subscribers are earnestly requesied to complete their sets; as any 
number may.now be had at the office, and by application to the various 
agénts. A few perfect sets from the commencement are also on hand. 
Seam tows meen conten 
London; Printed and Published.by T. J. Wooner, 76, Fleet Street . 

where all communications are requested to be addressed post-paid. 
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